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AES PTO Regular Meeting | AES Teacher Lounge

Thursday, January 18, 2017 | Called to order at 7:02pm 

IN ATTENDANCE

Anissa Willis, Kara Walter, Nicole James, Melissa Kulyk, Michelle Walthour, Ashley Brody, Kristy Sjostedt, Suzanne Pavlus, 
Anna Russell, Emily Smith, Keith Korin, Mihaela Antonescu, Crystal Canet, Jen Pantall, Mia Johnson 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

President’s Welcome & Announcements, Anissa & Geoff Willis:
 Anissa welcomed everyone back.  The January meeting is our first meeting since our November meeting.
 Anissa announced that the full executive committee is in attendance and we have quorum.

Approval of Minutes, Melissa Kulyk:
 Melissa moved for the minutes from the November 16, 2017 meeting to be approved.  Ashley seconded.  

The motion was approved by Unanimous Consent. 

Treasurer’s Report, Anna Russell:
 Anna reported that overall for the school year we have a net income of $22,009.
 The Boosterthon fundraiser had a gross income of $47,000.  We paid $24,000 for the fundraiser so we had a 

net profit of $23,000.  It was a great fundraiser.
 Anna stated that the income from After School Enrichment Programs is not where we thought it would be.  

Anissa added that the payment is now a direct deposit so it's possible the total did not appear on the 
previous bank statement.

 The family fun night (Skate Night and Pomodoro) brought in $500.
 Anna noted that we have received $500 from Harris Teeter.
 Any required 1099 forms will be sent by the end of the month (these go to any non-incorporated business 

that provides a service--not a product).

Principal’s Report, Mrs. Walthour:
 Mrs. Walthour reminded everyone that we are almost at the end of the 2nd quarter.  The quarter ends next Friday.
 One to the World is on January 31st from 6:30-7:30 pm.
 Mrs. Waltour suggested that if you have not gone in to ParentVue to check the progress of your student, please 

do.  Teachers are asked to update the information every 10 days.  This way there should not be any surprises when 
report cards are sent home.

 The school is continuing to work on Growth Mindset.
 Today we had our 5th grade spelling bee.  Mrs. Walthour was really proud of how the students supported each 

other when they completed the rounds.
 Math workshop is part of the school improvement plan.  There is a committee that goes to training and then trains 

the teachers.  Additionally, most kids do not see many coins these days, so even if you don't use coins when you 
purchase items, please allow your child to play with and become familiar with them.

 There have been a couple of staffing changes.  We had a preschool assistant leave in December and have hired 
someone from New York.  We also had another position and it has already been filled.  Ms. Moxley is now a 
bookkeeper at another Loudoun county school.  We still have a 5th grade teacher out on medical leave--we don't 
know if/when she will return.  We had a long-term sub (who could only serve for 90 days) and have hired another 
long term sub.  If Ms. Mills doesn't return, this substitute is certified and can finish out the school year.  This sub 
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taught in Fairfax for a number of years.  Mrs. Walthour commented that she has watched her interact with the kids 
and it is a good experience for the kids.

 March 9th is Taste of the World.  The 1st graders will perform at 8:15 am and again at night to open the Taste of 
the World.

 Kindergarten registration is March 21st.
 Ashburn Elementary, Discovery Elementary and Dominion Elementary school are partnering for Celebrate Calm.  

The guidance team is asking for $250 for our portion of the cost.  This event is for parents and takes place this 
coming Monday night at Discovery.  Anissa is sending out information through email and posting on Facebook.  
Ashley stated that Cultural Arts funding should be under budget.

 Mrs. Walthour noted that she has a flexible seating request from each grade level.  It is a wish list so she hasn't 
totaled it.  Additionally, because the 5th grade has the least amount of time left she would like to see if we can 
start the orders with the 5th grade.  Anissa noted that when we did the fundraiser and got preliminary numbers 
for the cost we accounted for about $12,000 to do flexible seating for the entire school.  We will look at that and 
try to get the items ordered this month.  Mrs. Walthour added not every teacher wants a room full of flexible 
seating.  She understands that this might be a multi-year endeavor--we might not purchase everything this year.  
Anissa said that she may end up calling an emergency executive meeting to vote on this.  Mrs. Walthour would like 
to have a big celebration with the students when the items arrive.

Teachers’ Report, Mrs. Sjostedt:
 Mrs. Sjostedt reported that the teachers asked her to make sure that everyone was aware of the Calm 

assembly.
 The STEAM event was well received.  The kids were engaged and the teachers loved it.
 A couple of teachers asked her to ask about an assembly AES used to have with a ventriloquist, Dennis Lee 

and Nana Puddin.  Mrs. Walthour said the person running it hadn't been touring for a number of years.
 Anissa added that there was a card in the PTO box from the tech and library team thanking the PTO for the 

delicious lunch in November.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

President’s Committees:
President’s Report - Anissa & Geoff Willis

o Nothing to report
End of Year Social - OPEN

o Nothing to report
Family Fun Fitness Night/Day - Jen Pantall

o Tomorrow is the basketball game.  We are all set on volunteers thanks to the high school and 
parents.

o Crystal got trays of fruit from Chik-Fil-A.  She also has coupons for the kids.
o Getting veggie and hummus and fruit trays from Giant.
o Jen is making smoothies at home and will put them in cups at the school.  She is also putting up 

laminated signs.
o The doors open at 6.
o The PE department told Jen she can use anything she needs but she still needs to check to see what 

equipment they have.
o There will be activities before and after the game (6-6:30 and 7:30-8).
o The cheer team will cheer after the fame.  There will also be relays and pound after the game.  Yoga is 

in the hallway.
o Anissa asked if we need maps but Jen said no because everything is contained in the same area.
o Parents cannot drop off their kids.
o Everyone gets 1 raffle ticket for 1 smoothie.
o There will be 12-15 yoga mats.  This can be done in groups in case there are too many participants.
o Anna added that she will drop off the cash box with Candy in the morning.

Fifth Grade Promotion - OPEN
o Jen Pantall reported that she has handed off everything to Heidi and Jack Ryan to coordinate 
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everything.
o Mrs. Walthour wants to know if there is a meeting planned.  Jen responded that there is not one yet.
o The promotion ceremony is the evening of June 12th followed by a reception (which is put on by the 

4th grade).  They are having the event in the evening so they can really celebrate instead of doing the 
promotion in the day followed by the carnival.

o June 13th is the last day of school and will be the carnival.
Grade Level T-Shirts – Missy Coy*

o Nothing to report
Hospitality - Crystal Canet & Cheryl Simpson*

o Crystal receive forms from many of our teachers.  Roberta forwards them when she receives them.  
Next year she would like to add birthdays.

o Crystal added that she needs to start a committee for the different grades.
Landscaping – Kate Brandenburg & Marian Arcelay*

o Mrs. Walthour shared the sad news that a student, Mackenzie Lancaster, passed away.  The PTO has 
yet to do something for the family so we are going to see if we can donate a tree in the student's 
memory.  Mrs. Walthour will talk to Mac's parents about it.  Mrs. Walthour would like to let Mac's 
classmates choose a location for the tree.

o The student was a 5th grader so she would like to do something in the 5th grade promotion video. 
Nominating Committee - OPEN

o Anissa reported that we need a volunteer to volunteer to members for any of the positions.  That will 
start to take place in the coming months.

o Mrs. Walthour added that Kindergarten orientation is in May and that's a great time to capitalize on 
parent skills.

Volunteers - Mia Bennett
o Mia reminded everyone to send any requests for volunteers to the volunteer email.

Webmaster - Dan Pepin*
o Nothing to report

VP Academics’ Committees:
VP Academic’s Report - Nicole James

o No funding requests.
After School Program Coordinator - Jennifer Payne*

o Anissa reported.  The fall survey results were generally positive.  One thing that stood out was 
families commenting on the escalating fees when enrolling kids from the same family.

o The Winter session started last week.   We offered 8 classes but only filled 4.
o One of the main issues is that we lost the chess vendor from last year and Snow's chess did not make 

friends at the beginning of the year--we won't be offering this in the Spring.
o There will be some changes for the Spring session: we are eliminating classes that cost over $150 and 

we aren't offering any chess.  We will keep cheer fit and art because those are popular.
o Jennifer is reaching out to teachers to see if there is interest in running ASEP programs.  She also 

checked with Enrichment Matters to see if participation is similar with other schools.
o Mrs. Walthour said that the number of teacher run programs is higher at other schools.
o Suzanne wants to know if we are tied to Enrichment Matters, she would be happy to speak with 

them.  She is curious if we asked teachers from other schools if they would like to also do an after 
school program at AES.  Nicole pointed out that for liability issues we prefer to use Enrichment 
Matters.  Anna pointed out that if we have it run by the teachers the PTO doesn't make much money.  
Suzanne suggested that you can always make the rate however much you want.

o Jennifer should have more information from other schools by the next meeting.
o Kara suggested the providers could do a preview session for kids and parents.  Anissa said that they 

are there at the start of school.  Mrs. Walthour asked if they have informational videos we can share.
Cultural Arts - Ashley Brody

o Ashley reported that the STEAM assembly was a huge success.  She expressed thanks to Keith and 
Mia for blasting out for volunteers.  Thank you to all the volunteers.

o We had this event 2 years ago--it is a very expensive event.
o Suzanne asked if we have thought about doing it in the evening.  Suzanne added that in Fairfax that is 
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the only way she saw this event.  Ashley responded that the event consists of 6 continuous sessions 
(45 minutes each, capped at 60 kids per session) so if we were to add an evening session it would 
certainly add to the cost.

o Ashley spoke with Bright Star and we're set for the 2 assemblies in February (one on Martin Luther 
King and one on Black History Heroes).

o Still trying to finalize the Spring assembly, there is not much on specific diversity awareness.  Might 
possibly do an author visit.

o Mrs. Walthour added that the Literacy Committee is looking to do an evening author visit.
LEAP - Jaime Palay*

o Mia went in December and we don't currently have a representative.
MSAAC - Mia Bennett

o Meeting was last night.  It was a very different meeting, a halo barbershop about music therapy.  
Main topic was what do you actually hear and what can you do to change the situation.

SEAC - Janice Saylor*
o Nothing to report

Scholarship - Cindy Korin*
o Nothing to report

School Supplies - Melissa Kulyk & Nicole James
o Nothing to report

Watch Dogs - Joe Chang & Walter Kim*
o Nothing to report

VP Fundraising’s Committees:
VP Fundraising’s Report – Keith Korin

o Nothing to report.
Box Tops - Mia Bennett

o The check came in and it was $525.
o Mia stated that she is doing a submission at the end of this month and at the end of February.

Bingo Night – Keith Korin
o Anissa reminded everyone that we will have another Bingo night in the Spring.

Fall/Spring Fundraiser – Keith Korin & Anissa Willis
o Reported in Treasurer's Report

Grocery Fundraiser - Gina Thompson*
o Keith reporting for Gina.
o Year to date at Giant we are at just about $2,000.  This is a bit ahead of last year.
o Harris Teeter is at $215, which is up from $130 in November.  We increased our participation to 

almost 50.
Movie Night - Emily Smith

o December Movie Night was Captain Underpants.
o We had a good turnout and concessions netted about $200.
o The movie did not cost because we have a movie license (we paid for a 5-year license on last year's 

budget).
Skate Night - Kate Brandenburg*

o Nothing to report
Spirit Nights- Anissa Willis

o We have a Spirit Night on January 30th at Chipotle (near Whole Foods).  We had it there last year and 
it did really well.  Last year there was a line curved out the door.

Spirit Wear - Jei Park*
o Nothing to report

Spring Raffle – Keith Korin
o Anissa reported that the date has changed to April 6 (a Friday).  The raffle will run Friday-Friday (there 

is no school on the Monday).  The reason for this is that the first day of the raffle is historically a 
tough day because many kids forget/don't understand the raffle, so we didn't want to have the raffle 
last for only 4 days.

o The raffle is for kids to purchase raffle tickets to win experiences with teachers.
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o Nicole requested that Anissa create a FAQ before the raffle.  Anissa will work on this. 
Sweetheart Dance – Anissa Willis

o Anissa has been waiting until the basketball game is closer before sending out Sweetheart dance 
information.

o The dance is modeled after a father-daughter dance but is not a father-daughter dance.  It is open to 
everybody.

o Antonio with Tap Snap will be doing photography. The DJ is lined up.  It will be Nick who already did a 
number of events for us (including the End of the Year party last year and the 25th Anniversary 
Party).

o Anissa has a list of volunteers from the high school.  We don't have parents volunteer at this event 
because we know that parents want to be here to enjoy the event.

o Ashley inquired about doing the limo.  Anissa said that last year we got a great deal with Sweet N 
Sassy but couldn't get in touch with them this year.  She has reached out to some other companies to 
get it to a price point where it will work.  Anna suggested A Touch of Class (bus driver Mike Fields 
works there).  Keith added that if we have to pay $500 we probably won't make money like last year 
but we might be able to break even.  The kids did have lots of fun with this.  We had 115 slots last 
year and sold out.  To break even this year we will need about 70.  The route is about 1 mile and are 
done in 15 minute intervals.  Anissa is trying to get a Hummer because we can get more people in.

o Abby and Mrs. Walthour are working on a crafting workshop like last year.  Mrs. Walthour said that it 
will be on January 30th.  Anissa likes this idea because it's like in the movies where the do the prep 
getting ready for the dance.

o Students who purchase tickets will receive a physical ticket.  Tickets will not be available at the door.
o Jen Pantall would like to have a table for the 5th graders selling carnations on Valentine's day (it is a 

fundraiser they do for the 5th grade promotion).  They might also sell carnations at the dance.
o Suzanne asked if we have every thought about sponsoring free tickets for families who may not be 

able to attend.  Anissa said she always works with Mrs. Walthour to ensure that there are available 
tickets for those students.

TerraCycle – Melissa Kulyk & Nicole James
o School participation is down but we have a number of people donating in the community.
o Anna said that the check arrived but she hasn't opened it yet.

Secretaries’ Committees:
Secretary Recording’s Report – Melissa Kulyk

o Nothing to report 
Communications Report – Ashley Brody

o Ashley sent out the email requesting contributions to the newsletter.  She needs input by Saturday 
night.

Copy Club - Cassandra Matos*
o Nothing to report

Membership - Mihaela Antonescu
o Mihaela would like to have online registration.  It would make it easier for parents.  Anissa said we 

can look at that for next year.  Mia would like to add that for volunteers--Jen added that if you are on 
the PTO it means you are a volunteer so information should go to everyone.

o Suzanne suggested that volunteers could have its own tab on the website because it's really 
beneficial to get that information.

o Jen said that we need a new webmaster because Dan recently got a new job,
o Suzanne said there is a company in Fairfax that could run the website.  Anissa said this would likely be 

expensive.
o Mrs. Walthour added that high school students work on Capstone projects so it might be an 

opportunity for a high school student to do this as a capstone.  We would have to pay for the hosting 
but the student would do the site.

Treasurer’s Committees:
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Treasurer’s Report - Anna Russell
o Nothing to report 

Audit Team – OPEN
o Nothing to report 

OLD BUSINESS:
o Nothing to report

NEW BUSINESS:
Ashley

o Ashley moved to pay $250 to pay for the Celebrate Calm assembly.  Nicole seconded the motion.  
The motion passed with unanimous consent.

Mihaela
o Mihaela asked if we have a math olympiad team at AES.  
o Mrs. Walthour said that we have had it in the past and it is volunteer run, so we would need 

someone to step up to have it again.  Once a volunteer gets on board Mrs. Walthour will reach 
out to the teachers.

o Ashley said that Odyssey of the Mind is very similar.  It was brought back to AES by a former 
Steuart Weller parent.  We currently have a team in every category.  The competition is on 
February 24 at Park View.

Adjournment – 
o Anissa moved to adjourn.
o The motion was seconded by Nicole James and passed with unanimous consent.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:31pm


